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school history and the second time in this
decade.

The University of Minnesota Duluth wom-
en’s ice hockey Bulldogs—the Senator—
earned their fourth championship in the past
8 years. It’s good to see you again.

The University of Oklahoma men’s gym-
nastics upset the top seed to win their fifth
national title in the past 7 years.

And the Syracuse men’s lacrosse team
claimed their 10th national championship,
which sets a new NCAA lacrosse record.

We honor you all, and we welcome you
to the White House. And as importantly, we
thank you for your contributions to the com-
munities in which you live. These athletes
have volunteered at food banks during holi-
days. They have visited schools to inspire
children with disabilities. They've encour-
aged literacy and good health. They've raised
money to fight cancer. What I'm telling you
are—is, they’re great athletes and good citi-
zens. And for that, our country is grateful.

We're glad that you're here. We congratu-
late you and your families and your schools
for your achievements. We ask for God’s
blessings on you and on our country. Thank
you for coming,

NoTE: The President spoke at 4:08 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Secretary of Agriculture Edward
T. Schafer; Senator Gordon H. Smith of Oregon;
Senators Saxby Chambliss and Johnny Isakson of
Georgia; Representative Charles W. Dent of
Pennsylvania; and Senator Amy Klobuchar of
Minnesota.

Notice—Continuation of the
National Emergency With Respect to
the Western Balkans

June 24, 2008

On June 26, 2001, by Executive Order
13219, I declared a national emergency with
respect to the Western Balkans pursuant to
the International Emergency Economic
Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701-1706) to deal
with the unusual and extraordinary threat to
the national security and foreign policy of the
United States constituted by the actions of
persons engaged in, or assisting, sponsoring,
or supporting (i) extremist violence in the
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Republic of Macedonia and elsewhere in the
Western Balkans region, or (ii) acts obstruct-
ing implementation of the Dayton Accords
in Bosnia or United Nations Security Council
Resolution 1244 of June 10, 1999, in Kosovo.
I subsequently amended that order in Execu-
tive Order 13304 of May 28, 2003.

Because the actions of persons threatening
the peace and international stabilization ef-
forts in the Western Balkans continue to pose
an unusual and extraordinary threat to the
national security and foreign policy of the
United States, the national emergency de-
clared on June 26, 2001, and the measures
adopted on that date and thereafter to deal
with that emergency, must continue in effect
beyond June 26, 2008. Therefore, in accord-
ance with section 202(d) of the National
Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am
continuing for 1 year the national emergency
with respect to the Western Balkans.

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress.

George W. Bush

The White House,
June 24, 2008.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
1:07 p.m., June 24, 2008]

NoOTE: This notice was published in the Federal
Register on June 25.

Message to the Congress on
Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to the
Western Balkans

June 24, 2008

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice to the Federal



